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XXIV MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION 



MEETING OF THE CENTRAL DIVISION 

The eighteenth annual meeting of the Central Division 
of the Modern Language Association of America was held 
at Indianapolis, Ind., under the auspices of Indiana Uni- 
versity, Purdue University, DePauw University, Wabash 
College, Earlham College, and Butler College, December 
26, 27, and 28, 1912, in accordance with a very cordial 
invitation which had been extended by several representa- 
tivs of these institutions. 

All the sessions wer held in the German House and the 
John Herron Art Institute, except those of the depart- 
mental sections on the afternoon of Friday, December 
27th, which met in the Shortridge High School. Profes- 
sor Frank Gaylord Hubbard, Chairman of the Central 
Division, presided at all the sessions except the meetings 
of the departmental sections. 

FIRST SESSION, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26 

The Central Division met at 2.45 p. m. 

The Secretary of the Central Division, Professor 
Charles Bundy Wilson, made an oral report in which he 
stated that in compliance with a resolution adopted at the 
Union Meeting, December 28, 1911, the program was 
printed in accordance with the rules and recommendations 
of the Simplified Spelling Board, as publisht in Circular 
No. 23, except in the case of material submitted in differ- 
ent form, and that nearly all members who submitted 
papers had used the current spelling, while others had 
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used both the current and the simplified. He stated fur- 
ther that inconsistencies in the spelling of the program 
wer to be attributed to an effort to follow the manuscripts 

as submitted. 

This report was accepted. 

The Chairman appointed the following committees: 

(1) To nominate officers: Professors M. B. Evans, A. G. 
Canfield, J. M. Thomas, J. M. Olapp, and A. E. Hohlf eld. 

(2) On time and place of meeting: Professors C. G. 
Dunlap, A. F. Kuersteiner, E. M. Alden, B. E. Young, 
and O. F. Emerson. 

The reading of papers was then begun. 

1. " The Provengal Sources of the Early Novellieri." 

By Mr. Olin Harris Moore, of the University of Illinois. 

[The assumption that the Conti di Antichi Cavalieri and the 
Jfovellino ar largely of Proveneal origin rests to great degree upon 
the belief that the stories relativ to the young king ar transmitted 
from the langue d'oe. The Conti owe nothing to the Provencal, 
the NovelUno less than supposed heretofore. — Fifteen minutes.] 

2. " The Pantheistic and the Mystic Elements in 

Wordsworth." By Dr. Solomon Erancis Gingerich, of the 

University of Michigan. 

[The paper aimd to show that the striking originality of Words- 
worth's nature poetry consists chiefly in his combining certain ele- 
ments of pantheism and of misticism in a unique creativ unity, and 
compared the use he makes of them to that of other great English 
poets of nature. — Fifteen minutes.] 

3. " The Second Sound-Shifting and the Germanic 
Migration." By Professor Eduard Prokosch, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. Eed by Dr. Bayard Quincy Mor- 
gan, of the University of Wisconsin. 
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[It is generally assumed that the second sound-shifting was inde- 
pendent from the first, started in mountainus Southern Germany 
and gradually spred farther north. In opposition to this view this 
paper attempted to show that the second sound-shifting is a con- 
tinuation of the first; that it started in the north, uninfiuenst by 
geografical conditions; and that it was deflected from its original 
tendency thru the migration of the Suevians (Marcomannians, etc.) 
and their mingling with the Celtic population of the South.— 
Twenty-minute abstract.] 

4. " Henry Glapthorne's Position in the Late Eliza- 
bethan Drama." By Professor Daniel Lindsey Thomas, 
of Central University of Kentucky. 

[Glapthorne was not a mere imitator of Shirley, as is sometimes 
said. Writing exclusivly in the closing years of the Elizabethan 
drama, he represents distinctly the main dramatic currents of that 
period. He shows also some of the caracteristics of the Restoration 
drama. — Fifteen minutes.] 

5. " Corrections of and Additions to the Deutsches 
Worterbuch." By Professor Kobert Oscar Busey, of the 
Ohio State University. 

[In a work as comprehensiv as the Deutsches Worterbuch there 
wil naturally occur some omissions and misunderstandings of usages 
of individual authors which can only be corrected by a careful study 
of the vocabulary of eacli individual. It was the purpose of this 
paper to point out some of these errors in connection with the vo- 
cabulary of Georg Rudolf Weckherlin. — Fifteen minutes.] 

6. " Hugh Kelly and his Sentimental Comedy." By 
Professor Kobert Pelton Sibley, of Lake Forest College. 
Eed by Professor John Mantel Clapp. 

[Among the English sentimental comedies of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, Hugh Kelly's alone show that their author had a genuin 
appreciation of the intellectually comic; he possest, too, the knack 
of dialog oftentimes pointedly clever and sometimes memorable. 
By reason of these two qualities, Kelly is entitled to an honorable 
place as a writer of " high comedy." — Fifteen minutes.] 
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SECOND SESSION, THURSDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 26 
The John Hebbon Aet Institute 

7. Address of welcome by President William Lowe 
Bryan, of Indiana University. 

8. Addres3 of the Chairman of the Central Division, 
Professor Frank Gaylord Hubbard, of the University of 
Wisconsin, on " Education and Leisure." 

These addresses wer followd by a reception given by the 
Indiana Association of College Presidents. 

THIRD SESSION, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21 

The session began at 9.50 a. m., when the reading of 
papers was resumed. 

9. " The Formation of the Corpus Christi Cycle." By 

Professor Hardin Craig, of the University of Minnesota. 

[The plays on Old Testament subjects ar to be connected with the 
Easter group of plays (See author's article appearing in Modern 
Philology). Cycles show evidence of composition from Christmas 
play including Prophetae and Easter play including Old Testament 
subjects. Cycles wer probably formd after and not before establish- 
ment of Corpus Christi in fourteenth century. Indications of con- 
tent, length, and time of representation of erliest cycles. Corpus 
Christi plays probably began with the invention of a specific method 
of presentation and as plays, not as dumb show. — Fifteen minutes.} 

10. " Goethe's Opinion of English Life and Character 

and the Scenes at the Seashore in the Second Part of 

Faust" By Professor Alexander B. Hohlfeld, of the 

University of Wisconsin. 

[It is customary to mention certain Dutch, American, and other 
large colonizing enterprises, in which the old Ooethe was much inter- 
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eated, as sources for the presentation of the corresponding activities 
of the old Faust. Cf. e. g., Erich Schmidt's and Witkowski's notes 
on Palast, (11. 11143 ff.). These references throw light, however, 
only on the material aspects of Faust's conception, the bilding of 
dikes, harbors, canals. For its social and political features, especi- 
ally as exprest in 11. 11559 ff., the commentators hav no parallels 
to suggest. A recent examination of Goethe's views, especially in 
old age, of English life and caracter has convinced me that it is they 
that hav largely determind the ideals of " Fausts testamentarische 
Rede ". The general cultural significance of this fact for the German 
of Goethe's time and for that of our own day. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professors Julius Goebel, 
J. T. Hatfield, Dr. W. F. Hauhart, and the author. 

11. " The Theme of Paradise Lost." By Professor 

Elbert 1ST. S. Thompson, of the State University of Iowa. 

[The story of Paradise Lost is no longer commonly accepted as 
fact; its theology is largely outworn. Milton's concern, however, is 
neither with history nor with theology. He sees beneath the " fable " 
certain enduring truths regarding man's relations to the opposed 
forces of good and evil. The poem traces, thru the life of man and 
the race, the course of evil, from its inception to its final defeat, 
and thus becomes in itself a Paradise Regaind. Milton's theme is 
filosofical, not historical or theological. — Twenty minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professor J. M. Clapp. 

12. " The Poetry of Cardueci." By Professor Ernest 

Hatch Wilkins, of the University of Chicago. 

[Leopardi and Cardueci: contrasts and likenesses. Cardueci the 
poet of vigorus life, fisical and moral. His patriotism. His 
classicism, and its concessions. Lyric evocations of the past. 
Poems of nature and of experience. His formal artistry. — Twenty 
minutes.] 

13. "Relative Positon of Elements following the 
Einite Verb in the Modern German Sentence." By Pro- 
fessor Tobias Diekhoff, of the University of Michigan. 
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IQuite in harmony with an old Germanic principle according to 
which the verb, which ment very often the grammatical predicate, 
occupied the last place, we find that in sentences with more than 
two members the adjuncts of the verb seek the end position the more 
persistently, the more closely they ar in group relation with the 
verb. Cp. Erdmann, Deutsche Syntax, I, §§ 205-216. — Twenty mm- 
utes.] 

The Central Division was entertaind at luncheon by the 
six inviting institutions and their f rends at the Columbia 
Club, on the north side of the Circle. 



FOURTH SESSION, FRIDAY AFTERNOON, DECEMBER 2X 

This session was devoted to three departmental meetings 
representing English, Germanic, and Romance languages 
and literatures. Subjects of importance to the advance- 
ment of instruction constituted the programs of the re- 
spectiv sections. 

English 

Chairman — Professor James Fleming Hosic, of the Chi- 
cago Teachers College. 

14. A Report of the Committee on the Labor and Cost 
of Composition Teaching was presented by Professor Ed- 
win Mortimer Hopkins, of the University of Kansas. 

It was then (1) moved and carried to publish the 
results collected thus far; and it was further (2) moved 
and carried to continue the committee, (a) to collect 
further data as to the cost of teaching English in compari- 
son with other subjects in colleges and universities, and 
(J) to cooperate with members of the National Council of 
Teachers of English representing the high schools. 
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15. A Report of an investigation as to the preparation 
of college teachers of English was presented by Professor 
James Fleming Hosic, of the Chicago Teachers College. 
This report was discust by Professor John Harrington 
Cox, of the West Virginia University; Professor Joseph 
Morris Thomas, of the University of Minnesota ; and Pro- 
fessor John Mantel Clapp, of Lake Forest College. 

It was then moveed and carried that a committee be 
appointed consisting of the chairman and four others to 
be selected by the chairman, (a) to continue the investi- 
gation of the preparation of college teachers of English, 
and (&) to report a year hence what should constitute a 
standard course in preparation for the teaching of college 
English. 

Professors F. G. Hubbard, E. M. Hopkins, E. C. Bald- 
win, J. H. Cox, J. M. Clapp, G. M. Miller, W. D. Howe, 
J. M. Thomas, M. H. Liddell, and Dr. S. Moore took part 
in the general discussion. Professor Charles Henry Gray, 
of the University of Kansas, servd as secretary of the 
section. 

Gebmanic Languages 

Chairman — President John Scholte Nollen, of Lake 
Forest College. 

The general subject for all the discussions was " The 
Teaching of Elementary German," and the specific topics 
presented wer as follows: 

16. " On the Basal Principles in Teaching Modern 
Languages." By Professor Charles Hart Handschin, of 
Miami University. (To be published in Science.) 
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17. " How Much German Should be Eead in the First 
Year of the High School ? " By Professor George Oliver 
Ourme, of the Northwestern University. 

18. " The Use of Phonetics in the Teaching of Ger- 
man." By Professor Sarah T. Barrows, of the Ohio State 
University. 

These topics cald forth a general and animated dis- 
cussion, in which the following persons, among others, 
participated: Professors B. Hochdorfer, A. B. Hohlfeld, 
C. H. Handschin, C. Harris, W. W. Florer, M. B. Evans, 
G. O. Curme, B. A. Eisenlohr, M. Winkler, H. Babson, 
Director Peter Scherer, and Messrs. E. Elias, and L. H. 
Dirks. While the discussion did not confine itself closely 
to the topics as outlined, there seemd to be a feeling that 
the meeting was fruitful in suggestions to teachers of 
German. The attendance was very large and enthusiastic. 

Bomance Languages 

In the unavoidable absence of Professor Stephen Hayes 
Bush, of the State University of Iowa, who had been chosen 
chairman of this section, Professor William Albert Nitze, 
of the University of Chicago, acted in that capacity. 
Three topics had been arranged by the chairman as 
follows : 

19. " Problems of Second- Year French." By Profes- 
sor David Hobart Carnahan, of the University of Illinois. 

20. "Philology versus Literature." By Professor 
Arthur Graves Canfield, of the University of Michigan. 

21. " The Place of the Foreign Teacher in American 
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Schools." By Professor Hugh Allison Smith, of the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin. 

The paper entitled " Problems of Second- Year French " 
by Professor Carnahan seemd so important, and it brought 
out such an animated discussion that upon motion it was 
decided to continue the discussion of this topic beyond the 
allotted time, and in the end all the time of the session was 
devoted to it. The discussion was begun by Professor 
Albert Frederick Kuersteiner, of Indiana University, and 
continued by Professors M. Levi, H. A. Smith, W. A. 
Mtze, G. Douay, E. H. Wilkins, A. de Salvio, and E. S. 
Ingraham. 

In commenting briefly on the second topic, " Philology 
versus Literature," Professor T. Atkinson Jenkins, of the 
University of Chicago, said the feud is not between lin- 
guistic studies and literary studies, but between the dilet- 
tante spirit which seeks merely to enjoy, and the historical 
spirit which seeks to interpret carefully the culture of a 
foren people. 

Professors T. Atkinson Jenkins and Bert E. Young 
servd as secretaries of this section. 

On Friday evening, December 27th, the ladies of the 
Central Division wer the gests of the local committee and 
their frends at a theatre party. 

On Friday evening, December 27th, the gentlemen of 
the Central Division met in the gymnasium of the German 
House. Interesting smoke talks wer given by the Hon. 
William Dudley Foulke, of Richmond, Ind., and Professor 
Eugen Kiihnemann, of the University of Breslau. The 
former was introduced by Professor A. F. Kuersteiner and 
the latter by Professor A. R. Hohlfeld. 
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FIFTH SESSION, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28 
The session began at 9.40 a. m. 

For the committee on the Nomination of Officers, Pro- 
fessor M. Blakemore Evans reported the following nomi- 
nations : 

Chairman: T. Atkinson Jenkins, University of Chicago. 
Secretary: Charles Bundy Wilson, State University of 
Iowa (for four years, 1913-1916). 
Executiv Committee: 

F. G. Hubbard, University of Wisconsin, 
A. F. Kuersteiner, Indiana University, 

G. O. Curme, Northwestern University. 

On motion, the report was accepted and the persons 
nominated wer unanimusly elected. 

For the committee on Time and Place of Meeting, Pro- 
fessor R. M. Alden recommended that the Central Division 
accept the invitation of the University of Cincinnati to 
hold the next meeting in Cincinnati, and stated that the 
dates which seemd most favorable wer December 29, 30, 
and 81, 1913. 

On motion, the report was unanimusly adopted. 

The secretary red the following report from Professor 
J. W. Cunliffe, chairman of the committee for the Repro- 
duction of Early Texts: 

The Committee wishes to report progress. The facsimile of the 
Caedmon mb., to be published by the Oxford University Press for 
the British Academy, is to be issued in 1913 to commemorate the 
tercentenary of the Authorized Version of the Bible. Members of 
the Modern Language Association may subscribe before publication 
at the reduced price of five guineas. 
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The Early English Text Society will issue on February 4th the 
first number of a small and select series of Early English Facsimiles 
to bear the name of the late F. J. Furnivall. The first volume, 
("Cotton Nero Ax"), containing Pearl, Cleanness, Patience, and 
Sir Gawayne, is now ready for distribution. About 50 American 
subscribers for this have been obtained, and the Director of the 
Early English Text Society suggests that if this number could be 
increased to 100, the name of the Modern Language Association of 
America should be officially associated with this commemoration of 
Dr. Furnivall, who did so much to promote good feeling between 
English and American scholars, and who was keenly interested in 
the facsimile project. Members of the M. L. A. may subscribe for 
the first issue of the series at the reduced price of two pounds five 
shillings, and for the portfolio containing Pearl alone at the reduced 
price of one guinea. 

The Committee wishes to draw the attention of individual members 
to these facsimiles, but does not recommend any official action on 
the part of the Association. Subscriptions should be sent to Pro- 
fessor Israel Gollancz, King's College, London, England. 

The report was accepted and placed on file. 

Professor T. Atkinson Jenkins red a letter addrest to 
the Central Division by Mr. E. O. Vaile, Chairman of the 
Committee on Simplified Spelling of the Illinois State 
Teachers' Association, in which Mr. Vaile recommended 
an " endeavor, in some organized, efficient way, to promote 
the establishment of the new spellings in the usage of our 
universities and colleges." 

On motion of Professor James Taft Hatfield it was 
voted that the matter be referd to the executiv committee 
to investigate and to report at our next meeting. 

On motion of Professor James Taft Hatfield the follow- 
ing resolution was unanimusly adopted: 

At the close of the eighteenth annual meeting of the Central 
Division of the Modern Language Association of America, the mem- 
bers in attendance, in no perfunctory spirit, but with harty sincerity, 
return thanks to the cooperating institutions, Indiana University, 
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Purdue University, De Pauw University, Wabash College, Earlham 
College, and Butler College, as wel as to the members of the local 
committee, the Commercial Club of Indianapolis, and the Indiana 
Association of College Presidents, who hav so successfully united in 
offering hospitality. Every detail which could add to the comfort 
and entertainment of gests was carefully foreseen and provided; 
the members, in parting from Indianapolis, cherish lasting memories 
of the generus kindness which was here extended to them. 

The reading of papers was then resumed. 

22. " The Meaning of the Word Roman in Old 

French." By Professor Julius William Kuhne, of Miami 

University. 

[It has been the general custom in most of the vocabularies or 
glossaries to enter the word roman with the meaning of " oppose au 
latin", "ouvrage ecrit en langue vulgaire", etc. The purpose of 
this paper was to show that the word roman had alredy assumed at 
an erly date its modern signification of "work of fiction." — Ten 
minutes.] 

This paper was discust by Professor W. A. Nitze and 
the author. 

23. " The Comic Elements in Shakespearean Tra- 
gedy." By Professor Raymond Macdonald Alden, of the 
University of Illinois. 

[This paper attempted to analize the different kinds of comic 
detail admitted into Shakespeare's tragedies, distinguishing between 
those which may be regarded as individual and those which appear 
to be conventional, and discussing the latter group in the light of 
the practis of erlier and contemporary dramatists. — Fifteen minutes.] 

24. "The First Monolog of Faust." By Professor 

Eugen Kiihnemann, of the University of Breslau, Carl 

Schurz Memorial Professor in the University of Wisconsin. 

[The purpose was to bring out the poetic unity of the monolog 
by explaining the uninterrupted development of ideas and interpret- 
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ing the whole scene as the tragedy of the great striving for knowl- 
edge {Erkenntnis) , followd by the satyr play in the scene with 
Wagner. This was taken as an example for the principles of artistic 
interpretation of poetry. — Twenty minutes.} 

25. " Werther as a Sentimental Character." By Dr. 

Ernst Feise, of the University of Wisconsin. 

[In a brief analisis, the problem of the work was pointed out and 
traced back to its origins and conception. Werther is a one-sided 
and more individualistic Faust; he resembles Hamlet in that his 
fate is disproportionate to his soul. In a way a " Tendenzdichtung ", 
the novel, on account of its more individual problem, does not rank 
among works like Faust, The Divine Comedy, and others; but as it 
represents a more or less tipical conflict, it holds its place in the 
world's literature. — Twenty minutes.] 

26. " The Character of the French People as Revealed 

by the French Language." By Professor Moritz Levi, of 

the University of Michigan. 

[The aim of the author of this paper was to set forth how the 
French caracter is reflected in the French language. For this pur- 
pose he had collected numerus illustrativ examples dealing with 
vocabulary, word-accent, sentence-stress, grammar, syntax, idioms, 
proverbs, metafors. etc. — Twenty minutes.1 

This paper was discust by Professors T. A. Jenkins, 
J. W. Kuhne, J. S. Kenyon, and Dr. D. S. Blondheim. 

27. " The Chronology of the Early Life of Chaucer." 

By Dr. Samuel Moore, of the University of Wisconsin. 

[Three doutful points in Chaucer's erly life hav been the date of 
his birth, the date of his marriage, and the date of his entry into 
the royal household. A careful examination of the Scrope-Grosvenor 
roll shows that the testimony it contains as to Chaucer's age in 
1386 is thoroly unreliable, and cannot be depended upon as evidence 
for fixing the date of his birth. We are able, however, on other 
evidence of fair probability, to place it between 1340 and 1344. 
With regard to the date of Chaucer's marriage, it can be shown 
that Koch's objections to the theory that it took place as erly as 
1366, ar without foundation. Finally, certain documents cited in 
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connection with the former question giv good ground, in conjunction 
with other evidence, for inferring that Chaucer did not become a 
member of the royal household until 1367. — Twenty minutes.] 

The Central Division adjurnd at one o'clock on Satur- 
day, December 28th, and was immediately entertaind at 
luncheon by the Commercial Club of Indianapolis. 



PAPERS PRESENTED BY TITLE ONLY 

28. " Romanticism versus Realism in Balzac." By Professor 
Benjamin Lester Bowen, of the Ohio State University. 

[Diversity of opinion as to the essential qualities of Honors de 
Balzac. Traditional view of him as founder of French realism. 
How realistic is much of his so-called realism? Prevalence of 
romantic elements in his works. An attempt to show that Balzac 
is much more of a romanticist than has been commonly conceded, 
and that there is need of a revision of judgment in this regard.] 

29. " Fouqu£'s Romantic Treatment of Two Norse Myths." By 
Professor Fletcher Briggs, of the Iowa State College of Agriculture 
and Mechanic Arts. 

[The Helgi-Sigrun mith: (a) "Totenliebe" (1814), based upon 
Torfaus' version, represents Helgi, returning from Walhalla, to re- 
quite Sigrun's love. However, he deserts her, as in the mith, for 
the existence in Walhalla. (b) "Helgi der Hundingstoter " (1818) 
treats freely the same material. Significantly, Helgi sacrifices the 
existence in Walhalla for Sigrun's continued love. Norse mithology 
excludes woman's love from Walhalla, hence the modification of the 
mith. 

The Baldur mith: " Baldur der Gute" (1818), based upon Saxo 
Grammaticus' late version, is a free adaptation. Despite the dis- 
appointed Hela's contriving, Baldur, joind at his deth by his be- 
loved Nanna, ascends to Walhalla. The distinct modification of the 
mith violates' the conceptions of Norse mithology. 

Fouqu€ modifies these miths to accommodate a poetic conception 
current particularly in the period of romanticism — the reunion of 
lovers after deth.] 

30. "English Actors in Paris in 1822." By Professor Arthur 
Graves Canfield, of the University of Michigan. 



